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The Thirteen Original Colonies
The 13 original colonies were divided into three regions.  
The NEW ENGLAND colonies were Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 
The four MIDDLE COLONIES were Delaware, New Jersey, and New York, and Pennsylvania. 
There were five SOUTHERN COLONIES including Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia.

The New England Colonies

      In the New England colonies much of the land was too rocky or too sandy to farm.  Summers were warm, but winters were long and bitterly cold. The growing season was short. Colonists used their natural resources to make a living.  They used the trees in the forests to produce wood for buildings and ships. They caught fish and whales for food and to sell. Their products were often traded to other countries. The New England colonists had a type of self-government--- they made laws for themselves. When they had a problem they often held town meetings.  At a town meeting colonists held elections and voted on the laws for their town.
· Four New England Colonies: Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire.

Massachusetts: Founded by the Puritans. They wanted to follow the rules of the Bible and serve their God. All people were required to attend church.  They held town meetings where colonists held elections and voted on the laws for their town.
Rhode Island- Roger Williams lived in Massachusetts, but he wanted more religious freedom. He believed the government should not make laws about religion.  The Puritans made him leave (banished him) Massachusetts. He founded the new colony of Rhode Island.  Anne Hutchinson also was banished by the Puritans because she challenged the church leaders. She also went to Rhode Island.

Connecticut- Thomas Hooker also did not agree with the Puritan leaders. He wanted to form a new community where all men could vote, even if they were not church members. Hooker and 100 colonists founded the city of Hartford and the colony of Connecticut. 
New Hampshire- First developed as a fishing colony at the mouth of the Piscataqua River.
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Home life in the New England Colonies- New England families were large with 5 or 6 children.  Many of the houses had only one big room with a large fireplace for warmth and cooking. Family members had chores to perform daily.  

Education and Recreation in the New England Colonies- In 1647, Massachusetts passed a law stating that communities of 50 families or larger had to build a school to teach reading and writing.    While the colonists were busy with chores, they did have time for recreation.  They played sports such as horseracing and bowling.  They also played an early version of baseball called town ball.

Indians and Conflicts over Land- In the 1630’s, a war broke out between the colonists and the Pequot Indians.  This struggle over land was know as the Pequot War.  In the end, the colonists killed most of the Pequots.  The few remaining Pequots were enslaved or fled.  

Important Names:

Anne Hutchinson- A religious leader who spoke out and angered the Puritans and was banished.

Jonathan Edwards- A Massachusetts minister who urged people to renew their faith.

Roger Williams- He was banished from Massachusetts and founded the colony of Rhode Island.

Thomas Hooker- He believed all men should vote, he founded Connecticut. 

The Mid-Atlantic or Middle Colonies
· In the Middle colonies the land was fertile and crops grew well. The growing season was much longer than the New England colonies. Most colonists lived in the country and farmed. The Middle colonies had many sunny days and plenty of rain. The woods were full of wildlife. The wide rivers were ideal for transportation. 

The people of the Middle colonies came from many countries and were German, Dutch, Scots-Irish, Scandinavian, and English. The colonies ran on a free enterprise system where people could start any business they wanted.  In this free market economy, people, not the government, decided what would be produced. Some colonists were artisans.  They created something by hand, such as silver spoons.  The laborers did the hard physical work. An apprentice was a type of student who studied with an expert to learn a skill or business.  

· Four Middle Colonies: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware.
New York & New Jersey Originally a Dutch colony, New York was captured by England. The New York colony was run by a proprietor. The King of England gave this colony to his brother James, the Duke of York. James gave some of the land to friends who formed New Jersey.  The land in these colonies was divided into farms and given to colonists. The proprietors selected governors and allowed the colonists to elect representatives to speak and act for others.
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Pennsylvania and Delaware- 

Pennsylvania was the idea of William Penn. He was a member of the Society of Friends, or Quakers.  They believed people should be free to worship in their own way.  In England, Quakers were sometimes jailed and even put to death for their beliefs.  King Charles owed the Penn family money and repaid them will land in the colonies.  William Penn founded this colony called Pennsylvania where he hoped all Christians could live together in peace.  He founded an assembly to make laws.  Colonists elected representatives to the assembly. Penn bought land from the Indians and made treaties with them. He also founded the colonies first large city, Philadelphia.  

The Duke of York gave Penn additional land.  Later this land became the colony of Delaware.

Southern Colonies
      The coastal land of the five Southern colonies was a watery world of rivers, bays, and wetlands and was called the tidewater. The climate and soil was excellent for farming. The weather was warm and crops could grow for 7 or 8 months a year. Many colonists lived on small farms, but some owned large plantations that produced cash crops such as indigo, tobacco, and rice. Large plantations grew across the Southern colonies.  Enslaved Africans worked on these plantations and were not treated as human beings. They often did exhausting field work.  Even young children were forced to work. Planters often used punishments and harsh laws to keep enslaved workers from resisting or running away. To survive, enslaved Africans formed close ties with each other and developed a culture that helped them survive.
· Five Southern Colonies: Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
Virginia: The first permanent English colony was founded here in 1607. It was called Jamestown. The land was often split into large plantations and enslaved Africans and indentured servants often worked the land.  As colonists moved inland into the backcountry, they moved into Indian territory and many people on both sides were killed fighting over the land. House of Burgesses- Virginia formed a legislature where a group of people were given the power to make and change laws. This first elected legislature in the colonies was founded in Virginia and was called the House of Burgesses. The representatives were called burgesses.
Maryland: Maryland was founded by Cecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore.  He was given the land by the King of England.  Lord Baltimore was Catholic and founded Maryland as a refuge (safe place) for Catholics. In 1649 the Maryland government passed the Toleration Act, the first law in North America to promise that all Christians could worship freely.

The Carolinas: Originally 3 different countries claimed this land. King Charles II of England wanted to keep the other countries out, and in 1663 he formed the colony of the Carolinas. In 1729 the colony split into South Carolina and North Carolina. This area had excellent harbors and good farmland.  Large rice plantations were built. Charleston was the biggest southern city and was a busy trade center and the capital of South Carolina.
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Georgia: In 1732, King George gave James Oglethorpe land that he founded as the colony of Georgia. He wanted Georgia to be a place for poor people and debtors.  He gave them free passage and small farms.  Oglethorpe had strict rules for this colony.  Georgians could not drink alcohol, have slaves, or elect a legislature. Many colonists did not like these rules and they were later changed. Slaves were brought in to work, and large plantations were established.

Important Names:

Benjamin Franklin-Philadelphia’s famous citizen. He was a writer, printer, newspaper publisher, and an inventor. He started Philadelphia’s first fire company, first public library, and hospital. 

William Penn- He wanted a place where all Christians could live in peace and became the founder of Pennsylvania.

James, the Duke of York- The proprietor of New York

James Oglethorpe- He founded the colony of Georgia for the poor and debtors. He banned alcohol and slavery.

Celicius Calvert- He founded Maryland as a refuge for Catholics. 
Different types of colonial life in America 

Some people were:
Large landowners- People who had large amounts of land that they usually farmed.
Smaller farmers –People who had smaller amounts of land that they farmed. 
Artisans-Someone who were skilled at making something by hand such as silver spoons or chairs. 
Women and children

Indentured servants-Someone who agreed to work for a certain number of years in exchange for the cost of a voyage to North America. 
Apprentice- Someone who studies with someone else to learn a skill or business.
Slaves- People who were bought and sold and forced to work for no pay. 
Native Americans-the people who were originally from North American.
Merchant- One who buys and sells goods to earn money. 
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